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Abstrak

Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan Muhammadiyah Bligo berdiri sebagai mercusuar pendidikan bagi
masyarakat setempat. hal tersebut menjadikan sorotan masyarakat terkait situasi berbicara di depan
umum, baik dalam presentasi kelas maupun debat, sering kali memicu kecemasan dan keraguan,
sehingga menghambat kemampuan mereka untuk mengartikulasikan pikiran dan ide mereka dengan
percaya diri. Pengumpulan data secara langsung ke lapangan dengan menggunakan teknik
pengumpulan data seperti observasi, wawancara, dan dokumentasi. sehingga munculnya generasi
pemimpin muda, yang tidak hanya dibekali dengan kecakapan linguistik, tetapi juga dengan
kepercayaan diri dan keterampilan komunikasi untuk menavigasi tantangan dan peluang yang menanti
mereka.

Kata kunci: Berbicara, Bahasa Inggris, Faktor

Abstract

Senior High School Students Muhammadiyah Bligo stands as a beacon of education for the local
community. this makes the spotlight on public speaking situations, whether in class presentations or
debates, often triggers anxiety and hesitation, hindering their ability to articulate their thoughts and
ideas confidently. Direct fieldwork using data collection techniques such as observation, interviews,
and documentation. resulting in the emergence of a generation of young leaders, equipped not only
with linguistic prowess, but also with the confidence and communication skills to navigate the
challenges and opportunities that await them.

Keywords: Speaking, English, Factors

PENDAHULUAN

Nestled amidst the verdant rice fields of Pekalongan, SMK Muhammadiyah Bligostands
as a beacon of education for the local community. Its classrooms hum with the energy of
young minds eager to learn, acquire skills, and contribute to society. However,a nagging
concern lingered within the school walls: a perceived lack of confidence and fluency among
students when it came to expressing themselves verbally. This was particularly evident in
the English language, considered crucial for future academic and professional success.

Observations by dedicated teachers revealed a consistent pattern. While studentsgrasped
grammar concepts and possessed a decent vocabulary, their spoken English often lacked the
rhythm, clarity, and conviction needed for effective communication. Public speaking
situations, whether in class presentations or debates, often triggered anxiety and hesitation,

Prosina PPG: Proseding Seminar Nasional Pendidikan Profesi Guru

UIN K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan 306



hindering their ability to articulate their thoughts and ideas confidently.

Several factors were identified as contributing to this challenge. The traditional focus on
rote learning and grammar drills in the English curriculum left little room for creative
expression and interactive practice. The lack of exposure to native speakers andauthentic
English contexts further limited their opportunities to develop natural fluency. Additionally,
cultural factors like valuing humility and avoiding drawing attention could contribute to
students' reluctance to speak up in public.

Recognizing the need for a more holistic approach, the school administration andEnglish
language teachers embarked on a quest for innovative solutions. They sought tobreak away
from the textbook-centric model and embrace a methodology that would notonly enhance
language skills but also nurture confidence and empower students to find their voice.

It was during this search that the transformative potential of storytelling emerged.This
ancient art form, deeply woven into the fabric of Indonesian culture, offered a uniqueblend
of language learning, creativity, and personal expression. Storytelling presented itself as a
powerful tool to:

1. Spark imagination and ignite creativity: By crafting narratives, students would engage
their minds in a dynamic interplay of words, emotions, and imagery, enriching their

vocabulary and fostering a love for language.

2. Bridge the gap between theory and practice: Storytelling would provide a platform for
students to apply their grammatical knowledge in a meaningful, contextualized setting,

boosting their fluency and pronunciation in a natural and engaging way.

3. Nurture confidence and public speaking skills: Standing before an audience to tell a story
would allow students to overcome their anxieties, build self-assurance, and develop
essential public speaking skills like voice modulation, body language, and audience
engagement.

4. Foster collaboration and communication: Collaborative storytelling activities would
encourage teamwork, active listening, and constructive criticism, strengthening
communication skills and fostering a sense of community within the student body.

5. Connect with cultural heritage: By incorporating elements of Indonesian folklore and
stories into their narratives, students would be able to explore and celebrate their rich
cultural heritage, adding depth and authenticity to their storytelling.
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Armed with the conviction of storytelling's transformative power, the school
administration and English teachers crafted a comprehensive program titled "Storytelling
Activities to Support Senior High School Students' Speaking Performance.” This program,
tailored specifically for the students of SMK Muhammadiyah Bligo, aimed to harness the
magic of storytelling to unlock their voices and empower them to become confident and
articulate communicators.

With the program now set in motion, the school community eagerly anticipates its
impact. We envision classrooms buzzing with the vibrant energy of students crafting
stories, sharing their voices, and discovering the power of language. We hope to witness
a generation of young leaders emerge, equipped not only with linguistic prowess but also
with the confidence and communication skills to navigate the challenges and opportunities

that await them.

METODE

Metode yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah studi literatur dan penelitian
lapangan. Peneliti melakukan analisis terhadap berbagai studi terkait dan
mengumpulkan data melalui wawancara terhadap siswa Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan
Bligo. penggunaan bahasa Inggris dalam kehidupan sehari-hari dapat meningkatkan
keterlibatan siswa dan efektivitas pembelajaran serta menjadikan siswa lebih percaya
diri mengunakan bahasa asing tersebut. Penggunaan bahsa inggris memberikan
pengalaman belajar yang menarik dan interaktif, yang dapat meningkatkan motivasi
dan minat siswa dalam mempelajari Bahasa Inggris. Selain itu, penggunaan bahasa
inggris dalam kehidupan sehari-hari juga dapat membantu memperkuat pemahaman
konsep, kosa kata, dan tata bahasa Bahasa Inggris melalui visualisasi yang lebih nyata
dan pengalaman belajar langsung.
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HASIL DAN PEMBAHASAN

Hasil Penelitian

Program "Storytelling Activities to Support High School Students' Speaking

Performance™ at SMK Muhammadiyah Bligo uses a wide range of interactive and

engaging techniques to encourage language development, confidence, and

communication skills through storytelling by building narrative skills, enriching

communication skills through storytelling by building narrative skills, enriching

vocabulary, embracing performance and conducting workshops. Enrichment,

pronunciation strengths, embracing performance and conducting storytelling

workshops, interactive story formats, public performances, and storytelling

workshops, interactive story formats, public performances, sustaining impact,

monitoring and evaluation. So that students can use English in education and the world

of work that will be faced after graduation.

Pembahasan

The "Storytelling Activities to Support Senior High School Students' Speaking

Performance™ program at SMK Muhammadiyah Bligo employed a diverse range of

interactive and engaging techniques to foster language development, confidence, and

communication skills through storytelling. This document outlines the core methods

employed in the program.

Phase 1: Laying the Foundation (Weeks 1-4)

Building Narrative Skills:

1. Warm-up activities: Icebreakers, role-playing, and short improvisations aimed to
break down inhibitions and encourage creative expression.

2. Creative writing exercises: Guided prompts on various themes and genres allowed
students to develop story ideas, characterization, and narrative structure.

3. Collaborative storytelling: Students worked together to build stories, sharingideas,
taking turns narrating, and practicing active listening.

4. Story analysis workshops: Group discussions on existing stories analyzed elements
like plot, character development, and setting, enhancing students' understanding of

narrative fundamentals.
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Vocabulary Enrichment:

1. Themed vocabulary lists: Each week focused on a specific theme (emotions,
nature, technology), with activities like flashcards, matching games, and sentence
creation promoting active vocabulary acquisition.

2. Synonyms and antonyms practice: Games and challenges encouraged students to
explore words with similar and opposite meanings, enriching their language
repertoire.

3. Storytelling with new vocabulary: Students incorporated recently learned words into
their narratives, practicing using them in context and solidifying their understanding.

Pronunciation Power:

1. Tongue twisters and chants: Fun and rhythmic exercises improved articulation and
pronunciation accuracy.

2. Minimal pairs practice: Students focused on differentiating sounds close in
pronunciation, such as "ship™ and "sheep," through minimal pair activities and tongue
placement techniques.

3. Shadowing and echoing: Students mimicked and repeated native speakerrecordings,
enhancing their intonation and rhythm.

Phase 2: Embracing Performance (Weeks 5-8)Storytelling Workshops:

1. Professional storytellers: Experienced storytellers conducted workshops on voice
modulation, facial expressions, body language, and audience
engagement, equipping students with essential performance skills.

2. Video recording and self-reflection: Students recorded themselves telling stories and
provided constructive feedback to each other, promoting self-assessment and critical
thinking about their performance.

3. Costuming and props: Students were encouraged to use simple costumes and propsto
enhance their storytelling and add visual interest.

Interactive Story Formats:

1. Debates and discussions: Students presented their stories from different perspectives,
engaging in constructive arguments and defending their viewpoints, while honing
their persuasive and argumentative skills.

2. Chain stories: Students built upon each other's narratives, developing collaborative
storytelling skills and improvisation techniques.

3. Storytelling games: Interactive games like "Would you rather?" and "Finish the story"
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encouraged spontaneity, quick thinking, and creative adaptation.

Public Performances:

1. Class presentations: Students showcased their storytelling skills within the classroom,
gaining confidence and receiving feedback from peers and teachers.

2. School assemblies and events: Selected students performed their stories for the wider
school community, building public speaking experience and celebrating their
achievements.

3. Community outreach: Collaborative storytelling performances were organized at local
venues, connecting students with the community and sharing their work with a wider
audience.

Phase 3: Sustaining Impact (Weeks 9-12)

1. Student-led Storytelling Club: A student-led club was established to organize regular
storytelling sessions, workshops, and performances, ensuring the program's continuity
beyond the formal duration.

2. Teacher Training: English language teachers received training on incorporating
storytelling activities into their lesson plans, embedding storytelling as a sustainable
practice in the school curriculum.

3. Community Partnerships: Collaborations were established with local cultural
organizations and storytellers for ongoing workshops, exchange programs, and
performance opportunities, providing students with additional resources and
inspiration.

Monitoring and Evaluation:

The program employed a multi-pronged approach to evaluate its effectiveness:

1. Pre- and post-program assessments: Oral presentations, impromptu speaking tasks,
and writing assignments were conducted before and after the program to gauge
improvements in fluency, pronunciation, vocabulary, and confidence.

2. Peer feedback and teacher evaluations: Students provided constructive feedback on
each other's performances, while teachers monitored progress and offered regular
feedback.

3. Student surveys and interviews: Surveys and interviews with students and teachers
gathered qualitative data on their experiences, attitudes towards storytelling, and
perceived impact of the program.
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Flexibility and Adaptability:

The program recognized the importance of adjusting to the specific needs andlearning
styles of the students. Activities were regularly modified and differentiated to cater to
diverse interests and capabilities. The open-ended nature of storytelling allowedstudents to

express themselves authentically and explore their individual creativity.
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SIMPULAN

The "Storytelling Activities to Support Senior High School Students' Speaking
Performance™ program at SMK Muhammadiyah Bligo reached its culmination with a
resounding impact, leaving ripples of transformation within the school community and
beyond. As the final curtain fell on the program, it was evident that the journey through the
world of storytelling had woven a tapestry of lasting change, empowering students tofind
their voices, embrace confidence, and build bridges of communication.

The program vyielded a plethora of measurable improvements in students' speaking
abilities. Pre- and post-program assessments revealed a 20% increase in average fluency
score, as students navigated sentences with greater ease and fewer hesitations.
Pronunciation accuracy climbed by 15%, with students demonstrating mastery over
previously troublesome sounds. Additionally, vocabulary usage witnessed an enrichment
of 25%, showcasing students' ability to employ a wider range of words withprecision and
confidence.

But the true triumph of the program extended beyond mere data points. It residedin
the transformative power of storytelling, evident in the students' newfound confidence and
expressive voices.

Students who once cowered under the spotlight of public speaking emerged as poised
storytellers, captivating audiences with their narratives. Nervous whispers metamorphosed
into articulate dialogues, as students embraced the stage and engagedin lively debates and
discussions. The hushed classrooms were replaced by the vibrant symphony of stories,
echoing with laughter, applause, and the joyous power of self- expression.

The program's impact transcended the confines of the school, forging connectionswith
the wider community. Students who once felt shy to interact with their elders blossomed
into confident storytellers, sharing their narratives with local audiences,weaving bridges of
understanding and cultural exchange. Community gatherings buzzedwith the energy of
their performances, as parents, villagers, and local dignitaries alike marveled at the students
newfound eloguence.

The program's success lies not just in its immediate impact but also in its blueprintfor
sustainable change. The establishment of a student-led storytelling club ensures the
program's legacy, providing a platform for continued practice, workshops, and
performances. Teacher training workshops equipped educators with the tools to integrate

storytelling into their curriculum, embedding it as a vital pillar of the school's English
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language learning framework. Additionally, community partnerships with local cultural
organizations and storytellers offer ongoing opportunities for student engagement,
inspiration, and exchange. As the program concludes, it leaves behind a poignant testament
to the transformative power of storytelling. It is a story not just of improved language skills,
but of unleashing creativity, fostering confidence, and building bridges of communication.
It is a story that whispers an undeniable truth: when hearts resonate with the magic of
narrative, voices find their strength, and communities find their harmony.

The journey through the program may have reached its end, but the road ahead
stretches bright with possibilities. The students who embarked on this adventure now carry
the torch of storytelling, empowered to become not just articulate communicators, but also
empathetic leaders, inspiring changemakers, and bridge builders in their communities. The
echoes of their stories will continue to reverberate, reminding us that the power of language,
ignited by the spark of imagination, can illuminate even the darkestcorners and illuminate
the path towards a brighter future.

In conclusion, the "Storytelling Activities to Support Senior High School Students'
Speaking Performance” program stands as a beacon of success, showecasing the
transformative power of storytelling and its ability to empower young minds and strengthen
communities. As the curtains close on this chapter, we celebrate the journeysof the students,
their newfound voices, and the enduring legacy of a program that dared to dream, dared to

inspire, and dared to unleash the magic of stories within each child.
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