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Abstract

The rapid development of globalization and technology presents major challenges
to maintaining moral and spiritual integrity among students. Islamic education plays
a strategic role in shaping holistic human development that integrates intellectual,
emotional, and spiritual dimensions. This study aims to examine the role of Islamic
education in strengthening students’ moral and spiritual character through a
qualitative literature review. The findings demonstrate that Islamic values such as
akhlaq al-karimah (noble character), ta’dib (discipline and ethical conduct), and the
tawhidic worldview serve as core principles in forming ethical behavior and
spiritual awareness. Integrating these values into modern educational contexts
enhances students’ responsibility, empathy, and moral consciousness. Therefore,
Islamic education must go beyond doctrinal knowledge to focus on the
internalization of values that guide learners toward becoming morally upright,
ethical, and socially responsible individuals in an increasingly complex and
pluralistic world.
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Introduction
The modern era, marked by rapid globalization, digital transformation, and

cultural pluralism, has significantly influenced students’ behavior, social
interaction, and worldview. While technological progress brings numerous benefits,
it also raises concerns about declining moral values, increasing individualism, and
the weakening of spiritual consciousness among youth (Rahman, 2018). Education,
therefore, plays a crucial role in counterbalancing these challenges by fostering
strong moral foundations (Idrizi et al., 2021).

Islamic education offers a comprehensive framework for shaping students’
character by integrating intellectual, social, and spiritual development (Ahmad et
al., 2019). Rooted in the Qur’an and Hadith, Islamic educational principles
emphasize the cultivation of ethical behavior (akhlag), discipline (adab), and a
unified understanding of life under the concept of fawhid (Hasan, 2020). In this
context, Islamic education becomes essential in guiding students toward becoming
responsible and ethical individuals who can navigate modern challenges without
losing their spiritual grounding (Solichin, 2018).
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This study seeks to explore how Islamic education contributes to the
formation of students’ moral and spiritual character, especially within the modern
educational landscape.

Islamic education is defined as a process of developing students’ physical,
intellectual, and spiritual potentials in accordance with Islamic values
(Wahjusaputri & Nastiti, 2022). Scholars such as Al-Attas and Ibn Miskawayh
emphasize that education should instill adab a combination of ethics, discipline,
and respectful behavior (Al-Attas, 1999). The primary objective is to cultivate
individuals capable of achieving balanced well-being (insan kamil) (Al-Attas,
1999).

Moral development in Islam centers on akhlaq al-karimah, which includes
honesty, justice, humility, responsibility, and compassion. These values are derived
from prophetic teachings and modeled through the Prophet Muhammad’s character.
Moral education aims to shape behavior through internal motivation rather than
external enforcement (Hasan, 2020).

Spiritual development in Islamic education is grounded in faith, worship, and
spiritual consciousness (tagwa). Through religious practices such as prayer,
remembrance (dhikr), and reflection students cultivate spiritual discipline that
strengthens self-control, empathy, and purpose. The modern era presents challenges
such as: a) exposure to unrestricted digital content, b) declining interest in religious
values, c¢) consumerism and materialism, d) identity confusion among youth.

Therefore, educational institutions must adapt Islamic teachings to
contemporary contexts to remain relevant and impactful.

Methods
This study employs a qualitative literature review approach (Alwasilah & Chaedar,
2011). Sources include journal articles, books, official reports, and previous studies
on Islamic education, moral development, and spiritual formation (Sanasintani,
2009). The literature is analyzed using thematic analysis to identify recurring
concepts related to Islamic educational values and their role in modern character
building.

Results and Discussion
The Role of Islamic Values in Character Formation
Islamic education shapes character by integrating values into daily learning.
Akhlaq al-karimah functions as the moral foundation influencing behavior inside
and outside the classroom (Al-Attas, 1999). Schools and teachers play a vital role
in modeling these values, reinforcing them through both instruction and example.
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Ta’dib as Discipline and Ethical Guidance

Ta’dib emphasizes correct behavior, respect, and self-discipline. In modern
education, fa’dib helps students develop strong ethical judgment and self-
regulation, essential for facing moral ambiguities present in digital and social
environments (Ibnu Miskawayh, 1978).

Tawhidic Worldview and Spiritual Awareness

The tawhidic worldview establishes the unity of knowledge and life under the
belief in one God. This perspective helps students understand that ethical actions
are part of spiritual responsibility. It creates a holistic understanding linking
religious practice with daily life, motivating students to act with integrity (Hasan,
2020).

Integrating Islamic Teachings into Modern Education
Integrative strategies include:

1. embedding Islamic values in curriculum design,

2. promoting character-based learning activities,

3. using digital literacy responsibly guided by religious ethics,

4. encouraging reflective and spiritual practices among students.

When implemented effectively, Islamic education enhances students’ sense

of responsibility, empathy, respect, and social awareness.

Conclusion

Islamic education plays a foundational role in shaping students’ moral and
spiritual character in the modern era. Through the principles of akhlaq al-karimah,
ta’dib, and the tawhidic worldview, Islamic education provides a comprehensive
framework for developing ethical behavior and spiritual awareness. In an age
characterized by rapid technological and cultural change, these values help guide
students toward becoming morally upright and socially responsible individuals.
Therefore, Islamic education must prioritize not only the transmission of religious
knowledge but also the internalization of values that equip learners to face modern
challenges with integrity and spiritual consciousness.
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